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declares itself a supporter of this covenant in which manufacturers 
and construction wholesalers undertake to support and speed up the 
digitisation process in the construction industry, thus making an active 
contribution to:

•  the ambitions of its customers and their clients;
•  construction-related societal tasks.
 
The covenant partners do this together with the Construction Supply Network by focusing on the 
supply and application of uniform, validated, up-to-date product data, which can be processed in a 
standardised manner by customers and clients.
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Please enter the name of your company:



DEFINITIES
The following definitions are used in this covenant:

•  Construction supply: all companies whose main objective is   
    to supply the professional construction industry with building  
    materials, be it manufacturers, producers,digitally 
•  Manufacturers: all manufacturers, producers and importers of   
    their building materials;
•  Construction wholesalers: all wholesalers of building in   
    materials who mainly supply professional customers.

PURPOSE OF THIS COVENANT
For the entire sector, the standardisation of product data means 
a contribution to:

•  better cooperation in the sector through unambiguous       
    exchange and classification of product data; 
•  the information position needed 
    to define a long-term strategy;
•   improving the quality and findability of product data;

and enables parties to: 

•  meet (new) customer demands and add customer value;
•  include product data in digital dossiers (e.g. material passport,  
    competent authority files,consumer files, digital twin);
•  improve internal business processes and
 make them future-proof;
•  strengthen digital collaboration in the construction industry;
• easier comply with legislation and regulations
 (WKB, MPG, etc);
•  anticipate requirements regarding standards and certifications.

ROLE OF THE CONSTRUCTION 
SUPPLY NETWORK
Manufacturers are the source of the information, which is 
unequivocally established and managed by the manufacturers.
Manufacturers decide for themselves how their products can be 
found in digital catalogues and files.
 Construction wholesalers receive the product data digitally 
in a standard format classified in accordance with ETIM, so 
that the data can be processed automatically in their systems.
In the process of standardisation, manufacturers ensure the 
addition of relevant product data and the monitoring of their 
quality, while those product data  remain the property of the 
manufacturer. 

Construction wholesalers have a pivotal role to play in 
translating market demands to the manufacturer on the one 
hand, and in applying and helping to organise product data for 
the benefit of building contractors and their clients on the other. 

As representative of the building supply industry and 
initiator of this covenant, Koninklijke Hibin will ensure 
that the results of this covenant are adopted by the digital 
system (DSGO). Together with Ketenstandaard Bouw en 
Techniek, Koninklijke Hibin can assist manufacturers with the 
implementation or expansion of the ETIM classification within 
their organisations and assist construction wholesalers with the 
application of the ETIM classification. 

The signatories of this covenant comply with the
following agreements:

•  They jointly choose the ETIM classification as 
    the standard for uniform product data.
•   They make their product data available in 

accordance with the ETIM classification.
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Manufacturers stipulate that in 2020 or 2021:

•  they will draw up a roadmap for the    
 implementation or further development of the    
  ETIM classification for their products and that
 they subsequently keep their product data up   
 to date. That roadmap will become part of this  
 covenant;
• if desired, they can have a quick scan carried   
 out (under the supervision of Ketenstandaard   
 Bouw en Techniek) , which should  provide   
 insight into the preconditions regarding: 
 - Product Information Management (PIM);
 - exchange of data;
 - organisation (capacity, competencies).

Construction wholesalers stipulate that in
2020 of 2021:

• they will draw up a roadmap tailored to their  
 business, describing when and how they will  
 offer their ETIM- classified products to  
 their customers;
• if desired, they can have a quick scan carried out   
(under the supervision of Ketenstandaard   
 Bouw en Techniek), which should provide insight  
 into the extent to which they are already using 
 the possibilities of classification for new forms of  
 service provision and the optimisation of business  
 processes, and whether or not, there are any   
 preconditions for making progress in this respect   
 (capacity, competencies). 

The Construction Supply Network and 
Ketenstandaard Bouw en Techniek take on an 
active role to enable manufacturers and construction 
wholesalers to sign up to this covenant and to 
support them in the implementation of ETIM.

Ketenstandaard Bouw en Techniek ensures that 
the ETIM classification is managed in line with current 
legislation and meets the needs of users.

SUPPORTERS
This covenant is supported by various 
organisations and companies in the construction 
sector, including trade organisations, construction 
companies and software companies. They sign this 
covenant as supporters of the project.

Koninklijke Hibin

Ketenstandaard Bouw en Techniek

Supporter convenant

Name: 

Company:

Date:
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Place your signature here



BACKGROUND

The Dutch construction industry faces several societal challenges. 
Construction supply plays an important role in sustainability/circularity, 
digitisation, speeding up the construction task and better streamlining 
construction logistics in the Netherlands.By fulfilling this role, the 
construction supply sector provides added value throughout the entire 
life cycle of building works. More effective and efficient digital collaboration 
is a prerequisite.  To ensure that digitisation and computerisation in the 
sector contribute effectively to the fulfilment of the aforementioned 
tasks, it is necessary to put ‘the basics’ in order.  From the point of 
view of construction supply, there is a need for non-competitive 
agreements on the standardisation of product data (classification).

The covenant emphasises the joint interest of parties in the 
construction supply industry to work on a basis of reciprocitythat 
enables all parties involved to effectively implementdigitisation 
processes within their organisations using ETIM classification. At this 
stage, putting the basics in order is a task for the 
construction supply sector.

ETIM is seen by the building supply industry as a good, open and 
accessible standard that can be implemented properly and efficiently  
by companies with a Product Information Management system (PIM). 
Companies can manage data in one central place and distribute it to 
customers at home and abroad.
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